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 I am so grateful to have the opportunity to work with Cora on such a cool project. There’s 
so much that goes on behind the scenes, we thought it would be a great idea to give everyone a 
“look inside.” Interviewing such cool people and writing about their experiences has given me a 
whole new perspective and appreciation for the people I am surrounded by every day. With that 
being said, I hope you enjoy this issue of the Vandal Voice.

 Anyka Costner 

    When I was asked to make this edition of the Vandal Voice Magazine 
I got so excited to make my vision I had for it happen. I came up with 
idea after idea, and spent all my extra time on writing stories and 
picking and editing pictures. The magazine was constantly on my mind 
and I was thinking about what I could do to make it more perfect. I 
couldn't be more proud of how this magazine turned out. Thank you 
so much to Anyka Coster, Nayeli Anaya and Shelby Owens, and thank 
you Mrs. Germany who taught me everything and showed me how to 
make this magazine.  A special thanks to Sierra Daniel for her cover 
shot. I could not have done it without everyone. 

ED
ITO

RS
’ NO

TE



WHAT’S

INSIDE

07
16Voice of the Vandals

20 Voice of the Vandals

See Inside

Exchange



By Brylee Alexander By Bailee Sewell

By Brynlee Garcia

By Maddie Dutton

2



By Jillian Veader

LOOK
A

inside

3



By Mason Harris

By Lexi PowellBy Sandy Sanchez

LOOKA

inside

4



By Kailyn Allison

By Presley Yarbrough

By Chole Massey

By Kelsey Pigott

By Alyvia Nays By Maddie Dutton

5



By Brynlee Garcia

By Sadie Reed

By Sierra Daniel
6



By Sierra Daniel

7



By Guadalupe Rosales

By Siomara Landaverde

By Raylee CamposBy Haley Box By Kaelyn Havey

8



By Rowan Whitworth

By Wyatt Dale By Beatrice Baumgardner

9



     Preparation for football season starts all the way back in sixth grade. Getting 
its own class period makes practicing so much easier. Either once or twice a 
year, the band will put on a concert featuring all of the songs they learned pre-
viously. 
     The summer before freshman year, toward the end of July, there’s a month 
long camp to teach the freshman how to march and to give upperclassmen prac-
tice time. 
     When school starts, band students start preparing for all of the football 
games, pep rallies, and marching competition. 
     After football season, they start practicing for concert season.
    Concert season consists of ensemble, the Spring concert, Christmas concert, 
and more. 
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   To prepare for the season, early in the summer the cheerleaders go to an 
intense three to four day cheer camp where the squad learns all of their 
material and stunts. 
   After camp is over, they have the summer off up until the first week of 
August. While preparing for the football season, the captains and coach get 
together and come up with all of the Friday themes, homecoming dress up 
days, and pep rallies. Once everything is all planned out, the whole team 
takes about two or three practices to meet in the old Ag building to paint 
all of the signs and run through for the upcoming season. When everything 
is ready to grab and go when needed, it’s crunch time! 
     Practices before the season consist of learning and reviewing around 
60 cheers and chants. Then, it’s time to get sideline sweetheart shirts made 
and everything lined up to support the boys that much more. 
    The work doesn’t end there, throughout the year cheerleaders are at a 
variety of different games, they still have practice 1-2 times a week, they 
go to community events when asked, and so much more! When basketball 
season is coming to a close, the girls are just getting started. It is grind 
time to get a 2-minute and 30-second routine learned, perfected, and com-
petition ready. Last January, the varsity squad got 21st. One away from 
moving to finals with the top 20. That was the second time Van came home 
with 21st, the first time being the first year Coach Harvey took them to 
compete. 
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    The loudest and proudest group of students can be found 
in the student section.
   Seth Dunn heads up the section and helps fuel the school 
spirit.
    The student section doesn’t have meetings or practices. 
Usually they show up, going above and beyond in that Fri-
day’s themed apparel. 
    You can always count on our student section to have their 
“3s up,” to be cheering after a touchdown, to be chanting for 
the Vandals and to always bring good energy to the game.
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    It's Friday Night. A sea of Vandal red piles in the 
empty stadium. The crowd gets loud, the kicker 
takes off and a ball flies in the air making its way 
into the hands of the opponent, and the game 
begins. Many people just sit back and enjoy the 
thrills of a high school football game yet, David 
Barber is standing on the side lines capturing 
those moments with his camera.     
      Barber has been a Vandal since 1977 when 
he graduated. He was in the second graduating 
class to come out of the current VHS building. He 
even had the pleasure of having Mr. Giles for his 
high school counselor. He was a 1979 graduate of 
Tyler Junior College, and a 1982 graduate of the 
University of North Texas. 
    In 1981, Barber started broadcasting the games 
of the football season on KMOO in Mineola, 
which quickly led listeners to start calling him 
“The Voice of the Vandals.” However, in the year 
1982 Barber took his voice and started covering 
Van’s football games for the Van Zandt News. 
Fast Forward 40 years David Barber is now Senior 
Reporter/Advertising Sales Representative/
Sports Correspondent for Van Zandt Newspapers 
in Canton.

   Van Zandt Newspapers 
publishes the Van Zandt News, 
the Canton Herald, and the 
Wills Point Chronicle, which 
all publish weekly.
    “I wear a lot of hats here, but 
I enjoy that. No two days are 
alike where I work, that's for 
sure,” Barber said.  
   Barber has a big title, but what 
does it all mean? This year will 
be Barber's 41st season overall 
covering the Van Vandal varsity 
football team. 
   The game on Sept. 2 marked 
his 456th Vandal football game. 
Barber even had a consecutive 
game streak going until the start 
of last football season when he 
tested positive for COVID.
    “I missed the first two games 
of last season after covering 
443 games in a row. Hopefully, 
I will have no interruptions 
covering the team this season,” 
Barber said. 
   Barber doesn’t just cover 
football, he covers the Van 
School Board and the Van 
City Council meetings each 
month for the Van Zandt News. 
Barber works hard but there is 
no denying he loves what he 
does. 
    
“One of the most rewarding 

The Voice
of the 
Vandals
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Written by Cora Moseley 

things about my job are the people that I 
have met over the years. I have met some 
outstanding people that I probably would 
not have met otherwise. That is a blessing,” 
Barber said. 
    He goes on to say, “I enjoy covering the 
football games on Friday nights. You cannot 
beat the overall atmosphere of a high school 
football game, in my opinion.” 
 With the help of Barber, we can see and 
hear all the excitement we experience the 
Friday before. 
    Barber isn't planning on retiring any time 
soon.
    “I tell people all the time that as long as 
my key still fits in the lock, I am going to 
keep showing up,” he said.  
    David Barber will be at all the games this 
season and continue to be “The Voice of the 
Vandals.”  

 “I tell people all the 
time that as long as my  
key still fits in the lock,

 I am going to keep 
showing up.”

17



Butter than popcorn
Written by Nayeli Anaya 

Behind the counter in 
the concession stand 
with the band
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    It’s a Friday night at the Mal Fowler Stadium. Vandals fill the stands to 
cheer on their team. Friends are anxiously gathered, hoping for yet another 
victory. There is nothing but the sound of coaches yelling plays and whistles 
blowing when you catch the sweet buttery smell of delicious popcorn. Soon, 
you are on the edge of your seat hoping to catch a chance to run to the con-
cession stands for cheesy nachos. You know exactly where you will be during 
half time.
    “Nachos are the best selling item,” said Amanda Brown, President of the 
Van Band Parent Association, “but popcorn is always a favorite.”
    The lines to the concession stands are long, with people from both teams 
lining up in hopes of purchasing their most favored sweets. 
     “Typically, there is a rush 30 minutes before the game and shortly before 
halftime, but the busiest times are between halftime and 3rd quarter,” Brown 
said. 
    There are familiar faces working in the kitchen, ranging from all ages. They 
are working together, hoping to serve everyone quickly. The VBPA runs the 
stands along with its volunteers.
    “We do this, because we love our children and what they are doing for the 
Van Band program. Any parent of a band student can volunteer, not just high 
school parents,” Brown said.
    She added that Thursday evening games are a great time for band students 
to volunteer and earn hours for different programs they may be involved in. 
This can also be a great way to support band students with scholarships, tui-
tion for summer band camps, and other opportunities.
    “We do this instead of traditional fund-raising activities and programs,” 
Brown said. “Some of the funds go toward purchasing inventory for the con-
cession stand each week during football season. There are junior high games, 
junior varsity games, and varsity games throughout the football season and 
we have to be prepared to feed everyone who attends these games.”
     She adds she loves having parents and students working together to achieve 
the same goals.
   “The students that work are not just faces, but you start having conversa-
tions with them about their goals and dreams and you start to realize that the 
hard work is going to help them achieve their goals after graduation,” she 
said.



 A look  inside  the            Foreign Exchange Program 

Q. How long has Van been a part of Q. How long has Van been a part of 
the Foreign Exchange Program?the Foreign Exchange Program?
A. We started in 1975, with one 
student from Switzerland, his name 
was Beat Schubach.

Q. How many foreign Exchange Q. How many foreign Exchange 
students attend Van High School?students attend Van High School?
A. We have a maximum of four each 
year.

Q. How does the exchange program Q. How does the exchange program 
work?work?
A. I work with a program primarily 
called International Cultural Ex-
change. The program normally is 
either six months or a year.

Q. What's the benefits of the Q. What's the benefits of the 
program?program?
A. Our student body gets to experi-
ence the different exchange students 
and their culture and they in turn 
get to know the American way of 
life and learn to speak English.

Q. How many exchange students do Q. How many exchange students do 
we have?we have?
A. We have four this year, two from 
Germany two from Spain.
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 A look  inside  the            Foreign Exchange Program 

     Mr. Giles Q&A
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Q. What’s the biggest culture shock?Q. What’s the biggest culture shock?
A. The schools are really different here. They are way bigger and the teachers are 
way nicer than the ones in Germany.

Q.  What’s your favorite difference between Germany and America?Q.  What’s your favorite difference between Germany and America?
A. I love how many school events there are. I think football is really cool and I’m 
excited to go to the games. 

Q. What’s your favorite food here?Q. What’s your favorite food here?
A. I can't think of any foods, but I love Dr. Pepper.

Q. What perceptions were proven right about America? Q. What perceptions were proven right about America? 
A. I was told everyone is really nice and friendly, but I was scared it wasn't true. 
It definitely is though.

    
Foreign Exchange Student Q&A

Anthea Krieger
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Q. What’s the biggest culture shock?Q. What’s the biggest culture shock?
A. All kinds of chip flavors and things are bigger here. In Spain they only have 
one kind of chips, which is just the normal chips. Not the weird stuff we have in 
America. In Spain, the teachers switch classes and the students stayed with the 
same groups and classes. Also, you can’t use your phone or eat in class. 

Q. What’s your favorite difference between Spain and America?Q. What’s your favorite difference between Spain and America?
A. The food! There are so many different flavors which they don’t have in Spain. 

Q. What’s your favorite food here?Q. What’s your favorite food here?
A. Pizza because I love pizza no matter where I am.

Q. What perceptions were proven right about America? Q. What perceptions were proven right about America? 
A. People are always eating junk food. Things are bigger in Texas!

    
Foreign Exchange Student Q&A

Lluc
 Cotasa



QQ. .  What’s the biggest culture shock? What’s the biggest culture shock?
A. In school there’s a lot of difference with the teachers’ lessons on how 
we learn. In Germany, we don’t use chrome books, we do more paper-
work and talk way more. The school grades are way different in Ger-
many. It’s important you talk, it actually counts as a grade.

Q. Q.  What’s your favorite difference between Germany and America? What’s your favorite difference between Germany and America?
A. The teachers and all students are so nice and everything is so much 
more relaxed I don’t feel as much pressure. 

Q. Q.  What’s your favorite food here? What’s your favorite food here?
A. Burgers and tacos we have lots of taco and Mexican food places.  

QQ. What perceptions were proven right about America? . What perceptions were proven right about America? 
A.  My cousin told me that everyone in class would ask me weird ques-
tions. Everything is so much bigger like drinks and stuff.

    
Foreign Exchange Student Q&A

Aleja 
Nachtigaeller
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Q. Q. What’s the biggest culture shock?What’s the biggest culture shock?
A. Everyone always says hi even when they don’t know you.

Q. Q. What’s your favorite difference between Spain and America?What’s your favorite difference between Spain and America?
A. Here they have lots of different kinds of chips and cookies 
here there so much different flavors.

Q.Q. What’s your favorite food here? What’s your favorite food here?
A. Orange chicken from Panda Express.

Q. Q. What perceptions were proven right about America? What perceptions were proven right about America? 
A. We always wear cowboy boots and have big accents. 

    
Foreign Exchange Student Q&A

Aura 
Casamajor
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     Van ISD has always had goals and expecta-
tions for their students and teachers. From a 
young age many Vandals already have learned 
that after high school comes college. By middle 
school most have already picked a college they 
want to go to, whether it’s based off of the colors 
and cool mascots, the point is kids are already 
thinking about college. 
   The motto “After High School Comes College” 
was implemented in 2012 and used for all Van 
ISD school districts. However, it seemed that the 
question “Are all the students are going to col-
lege?” was asked.          
  And so this year the motto was changed to re-

because it’s important,” Dunn said. “What you 
do after high school is going to affect the rest of 
your life, so we want to have high expectations. 
It has to be more than just getting a high school 
diploma.”  
    Going to college after high school is a great 
thing to do, but there are so many more options 
he explained. For instance, trade school can open 
the door for students who are interested in jobs 
such as carpenter, electrician, plumber, and so 
many more. Trade schools provide students with 
an alternative to four-year college programs. It’s 
designed to help train students for a specific job 
in a skilled trade career. 

flect different decisions students will make after 
graduation.
    “We want kids to know that after graduating 
high school and getting a school diploma, they 
need to continued,” Superintendent Don Dunn 
said. “After high school has to come something.” 
  With hope of easing some misunderstandings, 
the administrative team along with the principals 
got together this past summer and talked about 
what exactly was not fitting. 
      This is precisely what led the School Board to 
change the motto to “After High School Comes 
Opportunities.”
     “We want everyone to be looking and think-
ing about what they want to do after high school, 

    Another example is joining the military. Sever-
al branches of the armed forces offer on-the-field 
training and most offer scholarships and incentives 
for joining. Whether you want to attend college, 
pay off existing student loans, or pursue certifi-
cations and training, there are countless benefits 
available when joining the military. 
    While this new motto is getting attention, the old 
one isn’t going to retire just yet. 
     “It’s still important we have after high school 
comes college at the younger levels because it’s all 
about expectation, not only for students, but for 
teachers as well,” Dunn said. “We tell teachers all 
kids have the right to be prepared to attend college 
if they choose to, so we have to prepare them as if 
they’re going to college.” 

What you do after high school 
is going to affect the rest 
of your life, so we want 

to have high expectations.

“ “

Let’s talk about          after high school 

Written by Cora Moseley
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Let’s talk about          after high school 

Superintendent Don Dunn
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   With every flip and tumble pass, the roar of the crowd gets louder and that is 
when he knows this is exactly where he is supposed to be.
   Isaac Sewell is a cheerleader making history as the first male cheerleader in 
about 50 years. 
   “When I first started teaching myself how to flip, it all just followed,” Sewell 
said. “Cheering at school took a while to get used to, but I’ve grown to love it.”
   Sewell has been cheering ever since he was 14 years old and tumbling ever 
since he was seven.
   “Competitive cheer is so much more rigorous, and school cheer is a bit more 
calming and slow,” he said. “It can be a bit hard to understand.”
    Sewell started school cheer when he was in 7th grade. Then had to go virtual 
his 8th grade year, preventing him from cheering with the school.
 “In junior high, it took time for me and other people to get used to it. I feel like 
it took me a little longer to get used to being the only guy on the squad,” he said.
  Although this hasn’t been easy for Sewell, he has persevered so he can do what 
he loves, and he has helped pave the way so future male cheerleaders don’t 
have to. 
   “By chasing my dreams and doing what I love despite the odds, I hope to 
leave a positive impact when I’m graduated and out of school. I want to set an 
example for other future male cheerleaders and just because someone says you 
can’t, do it anyways if it’s something you love,” he said.
    Now, Sewell has made even more of a name for himself. Not only is he is 
cheerleader here, he is a cheerleader at East Texas Twisters, and a cheer coach 
at Spirit of East Texas. 
    “On a regular week, the amount of hours I cheer add up to about 18 hours. 
With high school practice and competitive practice on Monday, competitive 
practice on Wednesday, I coach on Thursdays and cheer at the football game 
on Friday. It’s a lot of stress, but doing what I love despite the hassle is worth 
it,” Sewell said.
   Sewell plans on cheering for the school until he graduates, and plans to cheer 
competitively for as long as he can.
“As a guy cheerleader, there are a lot of options in competitive cheer and school 
cheer. So that leaves me with a lot of opportunities to go to different gyms and 
colleges after high school,” he said. 
   Later in life, Sewell wants to remain in the sport for as long as he can. He 
plans to be a coach. 
   Apart from cheer, he also loves playing piano and interior design. 
  “Coaching littles has made me appreciate life because mentoring them even 
outside of cheer is so cool to me. I love teaching them things that I learned way 
later in my life and pushing them to do what they love,” he said. 
   Despite hardships,  Sewell has pushed through and continues to make a mark.
 “Doing what you love is so much more fulfilling than doing what you have to 
do,” he said.   
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despite the 

odds, I hope 
to leave a 
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impact. 

“

“



   Inside of the famous Vince the Vandal suit is fresh-
man Tatum Horton. She has been a mascot for three 
years, and a rock star at the most recent cheer camp 
in June.  
   This year, at her second camp, she received the 
most improved, the Mushy, got spirit sticks every 
day of camp, and got the one and only gold Superior 
ribbon for her “First Walk.” She has also made All 
American both years she’s been to camp.  
   To give a little more of an explanation on all of her 
awards, trying out for All American is a nerve-wreck-
ing experience but making it is a huge deal. Trying 
out for All-American means being evaluated on an 
original one-minute and 30 second skit. All Amer-
ican mascots get to get a medal, and go to the Cit-
rus Bowl and perform alongside other All-American 
mascots at halftime. 
  “It wasn’t as nerve-wrecking as my first year, but I 
still had a lot of jitters,” Tatum said.
    The other award she got was the “Mushy” award, 
which is a donut pool floaty. Getting the “Mushy” 
means you had the most spirit and best attitude.  Her 
next award was the gold ribbon for the First Walk.
    First walk would be the way mascots hold them-
selves and walk while interacting with other people. 
The instructor watches the way they walk, interact 
with coaches and cheerleaders, and how they follow 
the rules listed in the “Mascot Bible.” Tatum won the 
Superior Gold ribbon for her first walk evaluation. 
For every evaluation, there is only one gold ribbon 
given out to the mascot or cheer squad with the most 
spirit and effective crowd leading. 
    “We had to really interact and be creative with the 
lack of props we had at the time. When they aren’t 
doing cheers though, it’s a lot easier to interact and 
bring up the energy, ” she said.
    Also, every day of camp, the UCA cheerleaders 
chose a certain amount of mascots and squads to give 
Spirit Sticks out to. Tatum received one every day 
of camp! Spirit Sticks are basically a red, white, and 
blue baton given to the those with the best attitude 
and spirit. The next and final award she got was at 

 

A look Inside the Mascot Suit

Written by Anyka Costner

the last day of camp and out of all of the mascots our 
very own Vince the Vandal got most improved. Need-
less to say, our mascot was a hit!
    Once the second week of August rolls around, Tatum 
is at every single sign painting practice and regular 
practice the cheerleaders have. Everything that the 
squad has to be at, Tatum does too. 
    You’ll see her at meet the teachers, community 
events, pep rallies, football games, some steam bus 
events, and more!  
    “When I go somewhere, I really just look for the 
kids and take pictures with them and hang out,”  she 
said.
    Every home game, Tatum prepares a skit to do for 
that week’s pep rally.
    “It definitely gets hard to come up with a brand new 
skit almost every week,” she said. “Especially since 
I don’t want to reuse skits from when I was in junior 
high. It’s a lot of work and not many people realize 
how much it really is.”
     Not only does she have to come up with her own 
skit, she also has to find the music or make a mash up, 
and she has to make her props. The skit then is ran by 
Coach Harvey to be approved and then she’s ready for 
Friday. 
      She also learns some of their material so that some-
times Vince can do cheers with the cheerleaders. At 
the first few football games, Tatum has to have fre-
quent breaks from the suit as it is 40 degrees more in 
it than it is outside.  
    “The week of Homecoming, I got a cooling vest 
which helps a ton. Before I got it, the suit was very 
hot, especially at the bonfire,” she said. “Coach Har-
vey let’s me have as many breaks as I want. It’s just 
so much more fun when I’m out there doing stuff with 
the cheerleaders.”  
    Tatum adds she loves spending time with younger 
students.
    “I love to see the kids be so excited to see Vince and 
when I’m performing or just out in front of everyone 
it feels like I can be free to be myself since no one can 
really see me,”  she said.
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   Have you ever wondered who the voice 
that we associate with every Vandal home 
game belongs to? Well, the man who oc-
cupies the high heavens of Vandal football 
is none other than Terry Waters. It is be-
cause of Waters that we are able to keep 
track of every player, every touchdown, 
and every tackle that occurs on our field. 

Written by Shelby Owens          Photo by Taylor Leonard 

Waters began announcing for Van in 1982 
and has been our guide through every 
home game ever since. His love for football 
grows more and more with every second 
that passes on our scoreboard. Waters is no 
less than very committed and passionate 
about his profession. Although being our 
announcer has been a big part of his career,     

The World According to Waters
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it’s not the only one.
   “I took Driver’s Ed from Mr. Stallings in 
Van in 1961, and taught advanced Math at 
Van High School from 1981 until I retired 
in 2001,” Waters said. 

amazing memories. However, some he’s 
more fond of than others. 
   “Perhaps my least favorite was one 
night at the old stadium. It had flooded 
all day, and someone complained about 

   Throughout the years he has reigned over 
the bleachers, he has had some amazing 
people helping out in the press box. 
   “Daniel Payne has been my faithful spot-
ter for the last 20 years. It’s hard to do a 
decent job as an announcer without a good 
spotter,” Waters said. 
   However, Payne isn’t the only faithful 
helper in the press box. Many others help 
bring  football games to life.     
    “Traci Boroughs has taken over and does 
a superb job! Her husband, Blake, brings 
gumbo or chili a couple times a year…
YUM!” he said.
  Along Waters’ journey of being an an-
nouncer for the Vandals he’s made a ton of 

a wet night. I bragged and said ‘oh, we’ll 
be warm & cozy in the press box.’ The 
roof caved in, and we all got wet!” Waters 
said. 
   Even after nights like this, his commit-
ment toward his profession is undying. 
      It has been a long 40-year career, but he 
said he truly loves what he does and is pas-
sionate about the sport. 
    “I joke about having the best seat in the 
house, but it really is! I have tried really 
hard not to be a ‘homer.’ I have tried to 
make the players, coaches and fans from the 
visiting teams feel welcome. I have thor-
oughly enjoyed announcing, and will do it 
as long as I can climb the bleachers, and the 
fans don’t get tired of me!” Waters said.

I have thoroughly enjoyed 
announcing, and will do it as 

long as I can climb the 
bleachers, and the fans don’t 

get tired of me! “

“

The World According to Waters
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Steam Bus 
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Photos by Cora Moseley
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Photos by Keeleigh Crouch and Anyka Costner
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By Jaislynn Limbock


